198	THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM
ant companionship and service/31 Attention should be
called to a very few passages which rise to a higher concep-
tion of paradise^ involving the idea of moral purity. " They
shall hear there no folly and no sin; only the speech, Peace,
peace!" "They shall pass to and fro a cup in which is no
folly and no sin." Paradise is to contain " no folly and no
lie." It is a place for "those not lusting."2 But whatever
may be the ideas of the Koran, the " table talk" of Moham-
med is strongly tainted with sensuality. The least of the
believers is promised eighty thousand slaves and seventy-
two thousand women. Popular conception agrees with offi-
cial interpretation in taking such statements literally.
The description of hell is crudely realistic, coarsely lurid,
reeking with loathsome physical detail, reiterated with
horrid unction, with odious gusto. Heaven, in one of its
seven divisions, is the final destination of all Moslems.
Hell, also in seven divisions, is the eternal reward of all
those who reject Islam.3 Opinions differ as to an interme-
diate purgatorial state for those Moslems who have com-
mitted great sins. The accounts of the clay of judgment,
with its balance, in which good and evil deeds are weighed,
favor the purgatorial idea,.4 The time of the great day is
unknown to all save God alone: not even Gabriel could re-
veal it to Mohammed. It is to be preceded by the resur-
rection, which is to be ushered in by many signs:5 among
these will be the descent of Jesus to inaugurate a short pe-
riod having the millenial marks of universal harmony; the
appearance of Gog and Magog; various convulsions of nat-
1 See the introduction to Palmer's translation, p. Ixx.
a LV1, 24, 25; Ml, 23; LXXVIII, 35; LX.XIX, 40.
3	So the general teaching, though the following pansago appears to
point the other way:  "Verily whether it be of tluwe who behove, or
those who are Jews or Christians or Sabteans, whosoever believe in Clod
and the last day and act aright, they have their reward at their Lorc:P«
hand, and there is no fear for them, neither shall they grieve."    (Surah
II, 59.)
4	For this I find confirmation in a satiric anecdote once told mo by a
Moslem friend, involving the punishment of hell for thorio Moslems
who do not fast in Itamadhan.
5	Many of these are borrowed from the Talmud.

